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Schedule 1: Freedom Camping Area Maps  

 

This bylaw is made under the Freedom Camping Act 2011. 

 

The following note is explanatory and is not part of the Bylaw:  

This Bylaw applies only to the areas under the control of the New Plymouth District Council. 

 

Compliance with this Bylaw does not remove the need to comply with all applicable Acts, 

regulations, bylaws, and other regulatory requirements. This includes complying with any parking or 

other traffic restrictions in any area, not littering, complying with any restrictions or prohibitions on 

the lighting of fires, not making excessive noise, and complying with the directions of enforcement 

officers or other authorised persons. 

 

1. Commencement 
This Bylaw comes into force on [xxx month after adoption by the Council]. 

 

2. Purpose 
The purpose of this Bylaw is to regulate freedom camping in the district in order to:  

a. protect local authority areas; 

b. protect the health and safety of people who may visit local authority areas; 

c. protect access to local authority areas. 

 

3. Interpretation  
 

In this Bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires: 

Act: means the Freedom Camping Act 2011. 

Certified self-contained vehicle: means a vehicle that complies with the requirements in New 

Zealand Standard 5465:2001 designed and built for the purpose of camping which has the capability 



 

 

of meeting the ablutionary and sanitary needs of occupants of that vehicle for a minimum of three 

days without requiring any external services or discharging any waste and complies with New 

Zealand Standard 5465:2001 (Incorporating Amendment No. 1 and 2), as evidenced by the display of 

a current self-containment warrant issued under New Zealand Standard Self Containment of Motor 

Caravans and Caravans, NZS 5465:2001 (Incorporating Amendment No. 1 and 2).   

The following note is explanatory and is not part of the Bylaw: see guidance material for more 

information about the standard. 

 

Council: means the New Plymouth District Council. 

Designated carpark means a parking area that is clearly defined as an delineated by a stencil on the 

ground of the parking area showing where freedom camping is restricted to. 

District: means the New Plymouth district. 

Prohibited area: means freedom camping is not allowed in this area, in accordance with clause 4 of 

this bylaw. 

Restricted area: means there are restrictions on freedom camping in this area, including designated 

carparks. 

The following terms have the same definitions as in the Act ς the definitions are set out in the 

guidance material: 

Freedom camp 

Local authority area 

 

4. Prohibited areas 
1. A person must not freedom camp in any local authority area in the district, unless they are in 

a certified self-contained vehicle. 

2. A person must not freedom camp in a certified self-contained vehicle in any area marked red 

on any map in Schedule 1, unless in a designated carpark. 

 

5. Freedom camping in certified self-contained vehicles 
1. A person may camp in a certified self-contained vehicle in a restricted area subject to 

meeting the following requirements: 

a. must be parked legally and in accordance with any reserve management plan; 

b. must not prevent others from undertaking legitimate activities in the area; 

c. must not stay in the same restricted area in the District for more than three periods 

of up to 24 hours in a 30 day period; 

d. must not light any fires at the area; and 

e. must comply with the noise requirements set out in the operative District Plan; or 

f. subject to a permit granted by the Council under clause 6 where one or more of the 

requirements in a ς e are not met. 

 



 

 

2. In clause 6(1)(c) the same restricted area means the land within 500m of the place where 

the certified self-contained vehicle is situated for the purpose of freedom camping. 

 

6. Permits from the Council 
1. The Council may grant a dispensation from the bylaw where one or more of the 

requirements of clauses 4(1) or 4(2) or 5(1)(a) to 5(1)(e) are not met. Permits may be 

granted with or without conditions. Conditions may include, but are not limited to: 

a. maximum number of people; 

b. maximum number of vehicles / tents / caravans; 

c. maximum number of nights; 

2. Application for a permit must be made: 

a. in writing; 

b. providing sufficient detail about the proposed freedom camping, including 

information about how the applicant will manage waste generated while freedom 

camping; why the freedom camping will not comply with one or more of the 

requirements of clauses 4 and 5 and why, and what efforts will be made to comply 

with the rest of the requirements other than the ones for which dispensation is 

sought; and 

c. be made at least 20 working days in advance of the date planned for freedom 

camping in the area where the prohibition or restrictions apply. 

 

7. Council may temporarily close an area to freedom camping 
1. The Council may, by resolution in accordance with section 151(2) of the Local Government 

Act 2002, temporarily close or restrict freedom camping in any area or part of any area 

where the closure or restriction is considered necessary to: 

a. prevent damage to the local authority area or facilities in the area; or 

b. allow maintenance to the local authority area or facilities; or 

c. provide for better public access, including in circumstances where events are 

planned for that area. 

2. Notice will be given of any temporary closure or restriction, and the removal of any closure 

or restriction, in any manner the Chief Executive considers is appropriate to the reason for 

the closure or restriction. ²ƘŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ нп ƘƻǳǊǎΩ notice of any temporary 

closure or restriction will be given.  

 

The following note is explanatory and is not part of the Bylaw: 

Notice given by the Council may include any of the following: a sign erected in the area; and/or 

ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎite or on the radio; and/or a public notice in the paper 

 

8. Effect of this bylaw on other bylaws and enactments 
1. This Bylaw does not affect any time, vehicle class or other restrictions that apply to the 

parking of a vehicle, made under any other bylaw or enactment. 

 

The following note is explanatory and is not part of the Bylaw: 



 

 

This clause is to make it clear that approval of freedom camping under this Bylaw also satisfies any 

requirement for approval under another bylaw or enactment. For example: 

- the Council designates parking areas under the Traffic and Parking Bylaw and Council 

approval is needed to make changes; approving the same area for freedom camping under 

this bylaw also provides any Traffic and Parking Bylaw approval, if required (but the freedom 

camping must still comply with any parking time limits, etc. applicable to the area) 

 

 

The Council resolved to make a Bylaw under the Freedom Camping Act 2011 at a meeting of the 

Council on the XX day of 2017.  Following consideration of submissions received during a special 

consultative procedure, the Council adopted this bylaw by resolution at a subsequent meeting of the 

Council on the xxxx day of 2017. 

 

  



 

 

Schedule 1 Maps of prohibited areas and designated carparkings 

spaces 
 

Map number Where is freedom camping prohibited and where are there designated 
carparksparking spaces? 

Map 1 Tongaporutu ς as per Reserve Management Plan  

Map 2 Urenui Beach Domain 

Map 3 Onaero Domain 

Map 14 Battiscombe Terrace ς 4 designated parking spaces 

Map 25 Waiwhakaiho ς 8 designated parking spaces/ Lake Rotomanu (with the 
exception of eight designated car parks marked by stencil of a self-
contained campervan) 

Map 36 Fitzroy Beach Carpark 

Map 47 East End Beach Carpark 

Map 8 Buller Street Carpark 

Map 59 Kawaroa Carpark ς 15 designated parking spaces (with the exception of five 
designated car parks marked by stencil of a self-contained campervan) 

Map 10 Belt Road Lookout carpark 

Map 611a Back Beach Ttop cCarpark ς 2 designated parking spaces (with the 
exception of three designated car parks marked by stencil of a self-
contained campervan) 

Map 116b Back Beach bottom Middle Carpark ς 3 designated parking spacescarparks 
(with the exception of three designated car parks marked by stencil of a 
self-contained campervan) 

Map 6c Back Beach Bottom Carpark 

Map 127 Corbett Park 

Map 138 Oakura Beach front 

Map 14 Ahu Ahu Road and Weld Road 

Map 159 Fort St. George / Tataraimaka Reserve 

Map 16 Lake Mangamahoe 

Map 1017 Mangorei Road / Pouakai Hut walk entrance 

 

 

  



 

 

1. Tongaporutu 

 

 
 

  



 

 

2. Urenui Beach Domain 

 

 
  



 

 

3.1. Onaero Domain 

 

 
  



 

 

4.2. Battiscombe Terrace 

 

 
  

Three designated car parks for certified self-

contained freedom campers 

 

 



 

 

Freedom camping 
prohibited area 
between 1 
November ς 30 April 
with the exception of 
four designated 
parking  spaces 

 
Four designated 
parking spaces for 
self-contained 
freedom camping 
between 1 
November ς 30 April 

1 May ς 31 October: freedom 
camping permitted in self-
contained vehicles 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

5.3. Waiwakaiho River Mouth / Lake Rotomanu  

 

Prohibited areas in Red, with the exception of eight designated carparks for self-contained freedom camping. Delineated by stencil of self-contained 

campervan on car park space. 

 

 
 

  

Five designated car parks for certified self-contained freedom 

campers 

 

 

Three designated car parks for 

certified self-contained freedom 

campers 

 

 



 

 

Freedom camping 
prohibited area 
between 1 
November ς 30 April 
with the exception of 
eight designated 
parking  spaces 
 
Eight designated 
parking spaces for 
self-contained 
freedom camping 
between 1 
November ς 30 April 

1 May ς 31 October: freedom 
camping permitted in self-
contained vehicles 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

6.4. Fitzroy Beach Carpark 

 
 



 

 

Freedom camping 
prohibited area 
between 1 
November ς 30 April 

 

1 May ς 31 October: freedom 
camping permitted in self-
contained vehicles 

 

 

 

  



 

 

7.5. East End Beach Carpark 

 

 
 



 

 

Freedom camping 
prohibited area 
between 1 
November ς 30 April 

 

1 May ς 31 October: freedom 
camping permitted in self-
contained vehicles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


